
PEOPLE POLICIES 

Docume nt Numbe r: Re vis ion: Ve rs ion 6 P a ge  0 of 9 

Uncontrolle d document if copied or printed. 

Energy Saving Trust's response to the Senedd Finance Committee's call 
for evidence in regard to the Welsh Government Draft Budget proposals 
for 2021-22 

We  have  chos en to re s pond to que s tion 6 of the  budge t propos a l ca ll for e vide nce  a nd 

in pa rticula r to the  s ub que s tions  re la te d to the  role  of clima te  a llevia tion a nd ‘building 

ba ck be tte r’. We ls h Gove rnme nt inves tme nt be twee n now a nd the  end of the  2021-22 

budge t pe riod will be  e s s entia l to addres s  both the  impa cts  of COVID-19 a nd make  the  

ne ces s a ry progre s s  towa rds  Wels h de ca rbonis a tion. The  a va ila ble  e vidence  s trongly 

s ugges ts  tha t inve s ting in ‘gre e n’ projects  a nd programme s  will re turn s ize able  divide nds , 

fa r a bove  thos e  which could be  achie ved through tra ditiona l s timulus  programmes 1. This  

wa s  the  ca s e  a fte r the  2008 re ces s ion a nd the  factors  in play a  de ca de  a go have  only 

be e n exa ce rba te d in the  inte rim. It is  fa ls e  to cla im tha t e conomic re cove ry and 

inves tment in clima te  cha nge  a llevia tion a nd e ne rgy tra ns itions  is  a  ze ro-sum game  

whe re  one  or othe r mus t be  decide d upon.  

We  firmly be lieve  tha t Wa les  is  we ll place d to ca pita lis e  on a  numbe r of gre e n re cove ry 

opportunitie s  ove r the  ne xt 18 months  a nd be yond tha t will a ddre s s  both the  economic 

fa llout of Covid-19 and the  clima te  cris is  in a  ma nne r tha t is  s ocia lly jus t a nd which 

a ligns  with the  we ll-be ing goa ls  in the  Well-Be ing of Future  Ge ne ra tions  Act. We  will 

touch on s ome  of these  opportunitie s  be low, in pa rticula r re la te d to: home  e ne rgy a nd 

re trofit, low ca rbon trans port, a nd re newa ble s . 

Home energy 

A rece nt IP P R re port2 into the  potentia l of a  gre e n re cove ry highlighte d tha t in Wale s  

e xpa nding home  e ne rgy e fficiency re trofits  a s  we ll a s  re newa ble  hea t ins ta lla tions  (hea t 

pumps  a nd he a t ne tworks ) could offe r s ignifica nt job cre a tion pote ntia l.  

1 https ://www.s mithschool.ox.a c.uk/publica tions /wpa pe rs /workingpa pe r20-02.pdf 
2 https ://www.ippr.org/file s /2020-07/tra ns forming-the -e conomy-a fte r-covid19-july2020.pdf 
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Re ce nt ana lys is  by Frontie r Economics 3 ha s  s ugges te d tha t, a cros s  the  UK, 100,000 jobs  

could be  cre a te d through the  re trofitting of the  hous ing s tock to EP C ‘C’, while  othe r 

re ce nt e s tima te s  ha ve  put the  figure  a t ove r 220,000 jobs 4. Give n tha t Wales  has  s ome  

of the  poores t hous ing in Wes te rn Europe 5, ha ving the  lowe s t pe rcenta ge  of dwe llings  in 

EP C Ba nd ‘C’ or above  of any of the  UK na tions  (28%)6, a nd a  s ignifica nt proportion of 

‘ha rd-to-tre a t’ home s  we  be lie ve  the  pote ntia l for job crea tion in the  e ne rgy e fficie nt 

re trofit a nd re newa ble  he a t s e ctors  in Wa les  could be  s ignificant.  

Virtua lly a ll of the  ava ila ble  e conomic mode ls  ca lcula te  the  pote ntia l for ne w jobs  a t the  

UK le ve l. This  ca n make  it cha lle nging to unde rs ta nd the  pa rticula r conte xt in Wale s  a nd 

the  opportunity tha t ma y exis t. We  ca n howe ve r offe r a  rough proxy ca lcula tion of the  

numbe r of jobs  tha t could be  cre a ted in Wa le s  by unde rta king a  wide s pre a d policy of 

re trofit by cons ide ring the  proportion of We ls h home s  tha t a re  be low EP C Ba nd ‘C’ 

re la tive  to the  UK tota l. For e xample , it ha s  be e n e s tima te d tha t the re  a re  a pproxima te ly 

12 million UK homes  be low EP C Ba nd ‘C’, of which a pproxima te ly 1.12 million a re  in 

Wa les 7, 8. The re fore , we  ca n a s sume  tha t 9.33% of new UK-wide  jobs  in this  s e ctor 

might be  loca te d in Wa le s . The re  a re  of cours e  s e ve ra l cave a ts  to cons ide r, including 

how e ffective  a  proxy this  is  in re ga rds  to rene wa ble  he a t ins ta lla tions , the  ma keup of 

the  hous ing s tock, the  fa ct tha t homes  will ultima te ly ne e d to be  re trofitted to a bove  EP C 

‘C’ to a chie ve  ne t ze ro e tc. But a s  a  rough approxima tion this  9.33% figure  could 

corre la te  to 9,330 jobs  if we  cons ide r the  Frontie r Economics  figure  or more  tha n 20,500 

ne w jobs  if we  take  the  P a rity P roje cts  e s tima te . In J uly of this  ye a r ES T a na lys e d the  

gre e n re cove ry and job crea tion pote ntia l of e ne rgy e fficie ncy re trofit out to 2030 a rriving 

a t the  figure  of 161,000 jobs  a cros s  the  UK9. Ta king the  9.33% figure  this  would equa te  

to ove r 15,000 We ls h jobs . Give n the  cave a ts  me ntioned a bove  thes e  figure s  a ct me re ly 

 
 
3 https ://www.the e e ig.co.uk/me dia /1026/fe -e ne rgy-e fficie ncy-fina l-cle a n-250917.pdf 
4 https ://pa rityproje cts .com/ne t-ze ro-hous ing-workforce / 
5 https ://www.ta do.com/t/e n/uk-home s -los ing-he a t-up-to-thre e -time s -fa s te r-tha n-e urope a n-ne ighbours / 
6 https ://gov.wa le s /s ite s /de fa ult/file s /s ta tis tics -a nd-re s e a rch/2019-10/we ls h-hous ing-conditions -s urve y-e ne rgy-

e fficie ncy-dwe llings -a pril-2017-ma rch-2018-795.pdf 
7 https ://s ta ts wa le s .gov.wa le s /Ca ta logue /Hous ing/Dwe lling-S tock-Es tima te s /dwe llings tocke s tima te s -by-

loca la uthority-te nure  
8 https ://gov.wa le s /s ite s /de fa ult/file s /s ta tis tics -a nd-re s e a rch/2019-10/we ls h-hous ing-conditions -s urve y-e ne rgy-

e fficie ncy-dwe llings -a pril-2017-ma rch-2018-795.pdf 
9 https ://e ne rgys a vingtrus t.org.uk/a bout-us /ne ws /home -e ne rgy-e fficie ncy-s hould-be -ce ntra l-covid-re cove ry-pa cka ge  

https://parityprojects.com/net-zero-housing-workforce/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/about-us/news/home-energy-efficiency-should-be-central-covid-recovery-package
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a s  a  rough guide  but the  like lihood is  tha t the y a re  a n unde re s tima te , pa rticula rly ove r 

the  longe r te rm a nd whe n we  cons ide r tha t re a ching ne t ze ro will re quire  the  vas t 

ma jority of e xis ting a nd ne w We ls h homes  to go beyond EP C ‘C’.  

Wha t will be  e s s e ntia l for the  s ucces s  of a  We lsh a pproach to home  re trofit is  the  ne ed 

for long te rm policy s igna ls  to give  more  ce rta inty to a  S ME s upply cha in le ft s truggling 

a fte r pre vious  policy cha nge s  (e .g. FiT). A We lsh re trofit s che me  ha s  the  pote ntia l cre a te  

te ns  of thous ands  of good qua lity jobs  a cros s  the  country but to ma ke  a  s ucces s  of a ny 

future  programme  the  time sca le  mus t be  made  a s  long a s  pos s ible , with cons ide ra tion 

give n to how e a sy it will be  for ins ta lle rs  a nd s upplie rs  to pa rticipa te . Our e xpe rience  ha s  

be e n tha t e xis ting tra de s pe ople  have  a n a ppe tite  to dive rs ify into more  low- and ze ro-

ca rbon te chnologie s  a nd a pproa che s  – but the y ne ed ce rta inty to inve s t. Furthe r ce rta inty 

could be  provide d by the  s e tting of a  2030 ta rge t for hea t pump ins ta lla tions  tha t a ligns  

with the  Clima te  Cha nge  Committee  a s s e s sme nt of wha t is  re quire d to re ach We lsh 

clima te  ta rge ts . 

We  a re  s e e ing a  s lowe r tha n hope d for uptake  of the  Gre e n Homes  Grant (GHG) by 

ins ta lle rs  in Engla nd, in pa rt beca us e  for S MEs  the re  is  no upfront Working Ca pita l 

Fina nce . For a n S ME re lying on the  de live ry of a  GHG vouche r pe rha ps  ma ny months  

a fte r ins ta lla tion, with limite d cas h re s e rves , and no bank or gove rnme nt funding ava ila ble  

to cove r initia l purchase  or la bour cos ts  the  ris ks  of pa rticipa ting in s uch a  s cheme  may 

be  too high. A We ls h a pproach to re trofitting priva te  homes  s hould s e ek to le a rn le s s ons  

from our ne ighbours  a s  we ll a s  from the  exce lle nt a pproach ta ke n to the  cons ulta tion on 

a nd cre a tion of the  Optimis e d Re trofit P rogramme  for s ocia l hous ing.  

Ene rgy e fficie ncy re trofit a nd the  rollout of rene wa ble  he a t is  pa rticula rly be ne ficia l due  to 

be ing ge ogra phica lly dis pe rs e d, ‘shove l-re a dy’, re lia nt on pre -exis ting knowle dge  a nd s kills  

in Wale s  re s ulting from curre nt We ls h Governme nt policy (i.e . Wa rm Home s  P rogramme  

a nd Wels h Hous ing Qua lity S ta nda rd), la bour intens ive , a nd would prima rily s upport 

We lsh tra de rs  a nd S MEs . The  s ignifica nt co-be ne fits  tha t would a ris e  in te rms  of 

improve d public he a lth, the  a llevia tion of fue l pove rty, a nd the  comfort a nd we ll-be ing of 

the  people  of Wa le s  a re  a ls o vita l cons ide ra tions .  
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co-bene fits  tha t would a ris e  in te rms  of improve d public hea lth, the  a llevia tion of fue l 

pove rty, a nd the  comfort a nd we ll-be ing of the  pe ople  of Wale s  a re  a lso vita l 

cons ide ra tions .  

 

 

Transport 

We  have  we lcome d the  publica tion of the  Llwybr Newydd - We ls h Gove rnme nt’s  new 

Wa les  Tra ns port S tra tegy a nd look forwa rd to re s ponding to it a nd to the  furthe r de ta ile d 

propos a ls  which a re  due  to follow. A re cent IP P R re port10 into the  pote ntia l of a  gre e n 

re cove ry highlighte d tha t in Wale s  va rious  forms  of low ca rbon tra ns port projects  

a ppe a red pa rticula rly promis ing ve nture s  for a chieving a  job-focus ed gre e n recove ry. 

We  e spe cia lly look forwa rd to he a ring the  We ls h Governme nt’s  plans  rega rding EVs , 

cha rging infra s tructure , a nd ve hicle  flee ts .  

In Wales , 80% of commute s  a re  made  by ca r, the  highes t proportion in Gre a t Brita in, 

while  the  ma jority of trips  in Wales  a re  s hort, illus tra ting tha t s ignifica nt opportunitie s  e xis t 

to re ba lance  this  s itua tion a nd a cce le ra te  the  trans ition towards  ze ro ca rbon tra ns port11. 

In the  firs t ins ta nce , be tte r provis ion of s e rvice s  (including ‘work hubs ’ for re mote  working) 

clos e  to pe ople ’s  home s  a nd s itua te d within the ir communitie s  would re duce  the  numbe r 

of trips  tha t would ne ed to be  ta ke n by ca r whe n office s  re open. Encoura ging thes e  “15 

or 20 minute s  ne ighbourhoods ” ha s   s eve ra l co-bene fits  including the  re ge ne ra tion of 

towns  a nd s uburbs , improvements  in phys ica l a nd me nta l he a lth a s  a  re s ult of more  

a ctive  tra ve l, a nd more  cohes ive  communitie s . Coupled with this , the  We ls h Gove rnme nt 

s hould build on the  pos itive  s te ps  a lre a dy unde rway a nd e nhance  active  trave l 

infra s tructure  provis ion s o tha t choos ing to wa lk or cycle  is  s a fe  a nd e a sy, be coming the  

na tura l choice . To ensure  the  bene fits  of infra s tructure  a re  rea lis e d, nume rous  projects 12 

 
 
10 https ://www.ippr.org/file s /2020-07/tra ns forming-the -e conomy-a fte r-covid19-july2020.pdf 
11 https ://gov.wa le s /s ite s /de fa ult/file s /cons ulta tions /2020-11/s upporting-informa tion-tra ns port-da ta -a nd-tre nds .pdf 
12 For jus t one  e xa mple  a mong ma ny, S us tra ns ’ Introductory Guide  for low tra ffic ne ighbourhood de s ign 

e mpha s is e s  community e nga ge me nt https ://www.s us tra ns .org.uk/for-profe s s iona ls /infra s tructure /a n-introductory-

guide -to-low-tra ffic-ne ighbourhood-de s ign/  

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/for-professionals/infrastructure/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design/
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/for-professionals/infrastructure/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design/
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ha ve  de mons tra te d tha t it is  vita l to inves t in community a nd workpla ce  e nga gement a nd 

tra ining to s hift habits , grow a ware nes s  of loca l route s  a nd build confide nce  in cycling.   

For thos e  longe r journe ys  tha t ca nnot pra ctica lly be  ta ke n us ing a ctive  trave l options , 

e ffe ctive  a nd low-ca rbon public trans port mus t be come  the  priority. While  Covid-19 ha s  

de nte d the  pe rce ption of public tra ns port and the  public’s  willingness  to us e  it, the s e  

cha lle nges  ca n be  ove rcome  with the  right inve s tme nt a nd a s s urance s  of s a fe ty, 

e s pecia lly in the  context of an e ffective  vaccina tion programme . Give n tha t s o ma ny 

journeys  a re  take n by ca r in Wales  a nd, a t pre s e nt, our public tra ns port ne twork is  

una ble  to s e rve  eve ryone , ba tte ry e le ctric ve hicle s  will be  a  crucia l pie ce  of the  low 

ca rbon tra ns port puzzle  in Wa les . This  is  pa rticula rly true  of rura l a re a s  where  the re  is  

high ca r de pe nde ncy to e ns ure  the re  is  a  fa ir tra ns ition for a ll.   

The  ne ws  e a rlie r this  ye a r, tha t the  UK’s  firs t ba tte ry giga factory would be  s itua te d in 

Wa les  was  ve ry we lcome  and illus tra te s  wha t Wels h indus try a nd its  skille d workforce  

ca n offe r to inte rna tiona l a nd dome s tic gre e n inves tors .  

The s e  firs t wins  mus t be  built on with s ee d funding for R&D a nd proa ctive  e fforts  to 

ince ntivis e  EV upta ke  a nd ins ta ll infra s tructure  a t the  pa ce  re quired to re a ch 

de ca rbonis a tion ta rge ts .   

Community e le ctric ca r clubs  could he lp fill a  ga p unde rse rve d by public tra ns port, he lp 

to re duce  priva te  ca r owne rs hip a nd ena ble  acces s  to EVs  for thos e  una ble  to a fford the  

highe r upfront purcha se  cos ts .13  Ene rgy S aving Trus t ha s  s upported s eve ra l projects  in 

Wa les 14. 

Inves tme nt in re lia ble , a fforda ble , convenie nt public cha rging infra s tructure  unde rpins  the  

tra ns ition to e lectric vehicle s . P rogre s s  is  be ing ma de  in Wale s  – it ha s  1,177 

cha rge points , 3% of the  UK’s  tota l15, but the re  is  a  long way to achie ve  a n e ffective  

ne twork. Cha rging infra s tructure  is  one  of the  ne t-ze ro a ligned opportunitie s  for job 

 
 
13 https ://como.org.uk/s ha re d-mobility/s ha re d-ca rs /why/  
14 https ://e ne rgys a vingtrus t.org.uk/gra nts -a nd-loa ns /s tre e t-re s ide ntia l-cha rge point-s che me / 
15 https ://www.za p-ma p.com/s ta tis tics /#points   

https://como.org.uk/shared-mobility/shared-cars/why/
https://www.zap-map.com/statistics/#points
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cre a tion a nd the  recove ry from Covid-19 ide ntifie d by LS E re s e a rche rs 16 a nd by the  TUC. 

17 

The  priva te  s e ctor ha s  a n important role  but gove rnme nt inve s tme nt is  ne e de d to e ns ure  

a n e quita ble  dis tribution of cha rge points  a nd to s e rve  pa rticula r us e r groups , such a s  

rura l villa ge s  or re s idents  without off-s tre e t pa rking una ble  to ins ta ll the ir own home  

cha rge point. Ta rge te d gra nt funding, for e xample  to fund grid conne ction cos ts  a nd 

ta ilore d, impa rtia l support for loca l a uthoritie s  to e na ble  them to de live r ins ta lla tion 

projects  a nd s ha re  knowle dge  would ha ve  impa ct. S imila r s cheme s  ha ve  be e n s ucce s s ful 

in Engla nd a nd S cotland.  S uch infra s tructure  s cheme s  ca n  ge ne ra te  jobs  throughout the  

s upply cha in  a nd by the ir ve ry na ture , ca n be  ge ogra phica lly s pre ad, a llowing Wa le s  to 

build ba ck be tte r while  a ddres s ing the  clima te  cris is .  

Fle e ts  a nd bus ines s es  a re  a  ma jor purchas e r of ne w ve hicle s  a cros s  the  UK, for 

e xample , accounting for ove r 50% of ca r re gis tra tions  in 2020 YTD18. The  s ignifica ntly 

lower running cos ts  of EVs  (a bout a  third of a  compara ble  die s e l or pe trol vehicle , 

de pe nding on va rious  a s s umptions ) can ma ke  e lectric ve hicle s  a n e xce lle nt fina ncia l 

choice  for many orga nis a tions . Efforts  to bols te r the  knowle dge  a nd confide nce  of We ls h 

bus ine s s e s  a nd loca l authority fle e t ma na ge rs  in EVs  can de live r a  s te p change  in EV 

uptake . Through our expe rie nce  de live ring a n e xte ns ive  fle e t s upport programmes  ove r 

s e ve ra l de ca de s , we ’ve  s e e n the  cle a r be ne fits  of ta ilore d, impartia l a dvice  for fle e t 

ma nage rs  to give  them the  confide nce  and bus ine s s  ca s e  they nee d to s witch ve hicle s  to 

e le ctric, often in s ignifica nt numbers . Additiona lly, flee t EV upta ke  grows  the  vis ibility a nd 

familia rity of e le ctric vehicle s  among employee s  a nd the  wide r public, a nd due  to the  

highe r turnove r of fle e t ve hicle s , fle e t s a le s  drive  the  s econd-ha nd ma rke t, improving the  

a fforda bility of EVs  for priva te  buye rs . We ls h Governme nt, NHS  a nd loca l a uthority fle e ts  

s hould a ls o de mons tra te  le a de rship in the  trans ition, le a ding by example . Inve s tme nt in 

e nga ging close ly with We lsh fle e t ma na ge rs  could the re fore  de live r re s ults  quickly, while  

trigge ring a  ca s cade  of be ne fits . 

 

 
 
16 http://ce p.ls e .a c.uk/pubs /downloa d/ce pcovid-19-010.pdf  
17 https ://www.tuc.org.uk/s ite s /de fa ult/file s /TUC%20J obs %20Re cove ry%20P la n_2020-06-17_proofe d.pdf  
18 https ://www.s mmt.co.uk/ve hicle -da ta /ca r-re gis tra tions /  

http://cep.lse.ac.uk/pubs/download/cepcovid-19-010.pdf
https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/TUC%20Jobs%20Recovery%20Plan_2020-06-17_proofed.pdf
https://www.smmt.co.uk/vehicle-data/car-registrations/


  
 

   
 

Docume nt Numbe r:  Re vis ion: Ve rs ion 6 P a ge  6 of 9 

 

Uncontrolle d document if copied or printed. 

 

Renewables 

The  mos t rece nt Welsh Governme nt s ta tis tics  on ene rgy gene ra tion in Wa les  sugges t tha t 

we  a re  a lre a dy ge ne ra ting 51% of our e lectricity from re newa ble  s ources 19. This  is  like ly 

to now be  s ignifica ntly highe r a s  a  re s ult of the  e a rly closure  of the  Abertha w coa l-fired 

powe r pla nt which had a ccounte d for 14% of e mis s ions  a nd 51% of powe r s e ctor 

e mis s ions  in 2015 20. Wa le s  is  a lso a  ne t exporte r of e lectricity to the  re s t of the  UK 

ge ne ra ting twice  a s  much e le ctricity a s  we  us e  domes tica lly. The  We lsh Gove rnme nt’s  

curre nt ta rge t for re newa ble  ge ne ra tion is  70% by 2030. This  broadly a ligns  with the  

Committe e  on Clima te  Cha nge  ‘Ma x S ce na rio’. We  be lie ve  tha t this  could be  s urpas s ed if 

We lsh Gove rnme nt s hows  ambition in this  a re a 21, e s pe cia lly a s  a  rece nt We ls h 

Gove rnme nt re port found tha t “a n additiona l 2 GW of offs hore  wind power could be  

de live red by jus t 2-3 projects  in Wale s , if s ite  e xte ns ions  a nd ne w s ite  lea s es  ca n be  

s e cure d in We lsh wa te rs  a nd grid connecte d in Wale s . Taking tota l offs hore  wind 

ca pacity to 2.8 GW could me e t ne a rly a ll (68%) of Wa les ’ 70% re ne wa ble  e ne rgy ta rge t 

by 2030”22.  

Whils t obvious ly having a  s ignifica nt impact on our ca rbon emis s ions , inve s tme nt in 

re ne wa ble  technologie s  in Wale s  could cre a te  thous a nds  of jobs  a nd could pos ition 

Wa les  a s  a  firs t mover in a  numbe r of emerging fie lds  s uch a s  ba tte ry te chnology, oce a n 

e ne rgy, floa ting wind, de mand s ide  re sponse  a nd flexibility marke ts , a nd new community 

e ne rgy bus ines s  mode ls .  

A centra l pla nk of ‘building back be tte r’ mus t be  tha t the  e ne rgy tra ns ition (a nd wide r 

tra ns ition to a  ne t-ze ro s ocie ty) is  jus t, e ns uring tha t a ll of the  pe ople  of Wale s  a re  

brought a long and bene fit from the  tremendous  opportunitie s  s uch a  tra ns ition offe rs . 

Communitie s  mus t not fe e l tha t the  tra ns ition is  s ome thing tha t is  be ing done  to them but 

is  s ome thing tha t involve s  them and tha t they have  bought into. The  We ls h Gove rnme nt 

re cognis e d this  in the ir re cently la unche d ‘Loca l Owners hip of Ene rgy Ge ne ra tion’ (LOEG) 

 
 
19 https ://gov.wa le s /s ite s /de fa ult/file s /publica tions /2020-11/ene rgy-ge ne ra tion-in-wa le s -2019.pdf 
20 https ://www.the ccc.org.uk/wp-conte nt/uploa ds /2017/12/CCC-Building-a -low-ca rbon-e conomy-in-Wa le s -S e tting-

We ls h-clima te -ta rge ts .pdf 
21 https ://www.iwa .wa le s /wp-conte nt/me dia /2019/03/IWA_Ene rgy_WP 6_Digita l-2.pdf 
22 https ://gov.wa le s /s ite s /de fa ult/file s /publica tions /2019-07/future -pote ntia l-for-offs hore -wind.pdf 

https://www.iwa.wales/wp-content/media/2019/03/IWA_Energy_WP6_Digital-2.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-07/future-potential-for-offshore-wind.pdf
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policy s ta tement23 which s e ts  out the  Governme nt’s  e xpe cta tion tha t a ll future  e ne rgy 

projects  s hould include  a n e lement of community owne rs hip a nd has  a  ta rge t for 1GW of 

re ne wa ble  e lectricity and he a t to be  in loca l owne rs hip by 2030 – a  ta rge t which it is  we ll 

on cours e  to me e t. Loca l owners hip of, a nd be ne fit from, ene rgy re s ource s  whe the r 

through s ha red owne rship, a  community ene rgy mode l, or through community be ne fit 

funds  has  prove n its e lf to be  a n e ffe ctive  mea ns  of e nga ging communitie s  in the  e ne rgy 

tra ns ition, a chie ving be tte r public acce pta nce , a nd cre a ting loca l jobs  a nd e conomic 

de ve lopme nt. Communitie s  ne ed e xpe rie nce d, impa rtia l s upport to be ne fit a s  much a s  

pos s ible  from the  gre en e ne rgy tra ns ition. The y ne ed a s s is ta nce  to s tre ngthe n the ir 

ca pacity and ca pa bilitie s  a s  we ll a s  trus te d s ource s  of guida nce  for more  technica l is s ues  

a nd cons ide ra tions . The  We ls h Gove rnme nt Ene rgy S e rvice  provides  this  s upport a nd 

mus t be  a llowe d to continue  so tha t communitie s  do not los e  out and the  promis ing 

opportunitie s  for Wa le s  a re  not los t. As  we  build ba ck be tte r the  s upport offe re d through 

the  We ls h Gove rnment Ene rgy S e rvice  s hould be  ma inta ine d and enha nced.  

An e ffective  a pproach to e ncoura ging the  community or loca l re newa ble  e ne rgy s e ctor 

could be  the  adoption of P ower P urcha se  Agre eme nts  (P P As ) be twe e n the s e  groups  and 

the  public s e ctor a s  pa rt of an e xplicit We lsh Governme nt policy. While  the re  ca n be  

cha lle nges  on a  building by building ba s is , We lsh Gove rnme nt could s e t a  s tra te gic 

priority to deve lop a  s ta nda rdis ed a pproach, cre a ting te mpla te  a gree me nts  which a re  s till 

cus tomis a ble  to re flect the  comple xitie s  of individua l buildings  and s ite s . This  approach is  

a lre a dy be ing de ploye d by Egni Coop with We ls h Governme nt Ene rgy S e rvice  s upport, a  

We lsh Gove rnme nt commitme nt to s uch a  programme  would be  a  ma tte r of s ca ling up 

a n e xis ting mode l. 

This  prioritis a tion of P P As  would work to incre a s e  re ne wa ble  e ne rgy de ployme nt on 

public s e ctor prope rtie s  (he lping to me e t de ca rbonis a tion a nd Loca l Owne rs hip of Ene rgy 

Ge ne ra tion ta rge ts ) while  norma lis ing the  proce s s  through gre a te r s ta nda rdis a tion a nd 

like ly s aving the  public s e ctor money through re duce d e ne rgy cos ts . It could offe r the  

opportunity to provide  le a de rs hip to public s ector contra ctors  (e .g. ra il compa nie s 24) a nd 

the  wide r priva te  s ector a s  we ll a s  to the  re s t of the  UK a nd Europe 25. Due  to the  

 
 
23 https ://gov.wa le s /s ite s /de fa ult/file s /publica tions /2020-02/policy-s ta te me nt-loca l-owne rship-of-e ne rgy-ge ne ra tion-

in-wa le s .pdf 
24 https://www.ridingsunbeams.org/ourwork/greenvalleylines 
25 https://www.euheroes.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Project-Findings-1.pdf 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-02/policy-statement-local-ownership-of-energy-generation-in-wales.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-02/policy-statement-local-ownership-of-energy-generation-in-wales.pdf
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re quireme nt for community owne rs hip the  be ne fits  of de ca rbonis ing the  public s ector 

would be  dis tribute d more  wide ly. This  could be  a n opportunity to build on the  ground-

bre a king work a lre ady be ing de live re d through the  We ls h Governme nt Ene rgy S e rvice . 

Wa les  is  we ll-place d to be ne fit from the  next, gre e n, indus tria l re volution with more  of the  

be ne fits  re ta ine d in Wa le s  than in the  previous , coa l-bas e d indus tria l revolution. We  ha ve  

a  na tion abunda nt in na tura l re s ource s  s uch a s  wind, waves , a nd the  tide s  a s  we ll a s  

world-le a ding a ca demic ins titutions  a nd priva te  s ector firms  pois e d to ca pita lis e  on them 

for the  be ne fit of the  We lsh pe ople  and the  world. As  we  recove r from the  e conomic a nd 

public hea lth cris e s  we  s hould ke e p the  clima te  cris is  a t the  fore front of our minds  a nd 

re me mbe r tha t inves ting in wa rm homes , clea n tra nsport, a nd gre en e ne rgy is  good for 

the  economy a nd s ocie ty a s  we ll a s  for the  clima te .  
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